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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2663

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Al exander, Schual -Berke, Parlette, Cody, Reardon,
Eri cksen, Morris, Tokuda, Benson, Doumt, Pflug, Kessler, Rudernman,
Rockefel l er, Ednonds, Santos, O Brien, Hurst and Esser)

Read first tine 02/07/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the distribution of atypical antipsychotic
medi cations to underserved popul ations; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that schizophrenia is
a devastating and costly disease. Atypical antipsychotic nedications
have been devel oped for treatnent of schizophrenia and other simlar
psychi atric and neurol ogi cal conditions, which have been effective at
treating these conditions with |l ess severe side effects than the side
effects that acconpany typical antipsychotics. Atypical antipsychotic
nmedi cations are comonly prescribed and are within the standard of
care. |In order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and
reduce the economc and societal costs associated with untreated
schi zophrenia and other simlar psychiatric and neurological
conditions, the legislature intends to pronbte access to atypical
anti psychotic nedications by those unable to access them and who
present a risk of harmto thenselves and to the comunity.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) To the extent funds are appropriated,
the departnent of social and health services shall request proposals
that pronote access to atypical antipsychotic nedications to persons
who neet the following criteria:

(a) The person has schizophrenia or other psychiatric or
neurol ogical condition that is treated wth atypical antipsychotic
medi cat i on;

(b) The person’s incone is less than two hundred percent of the
federal poverty level; and

(c) The person is not covered by insurance or other benefit that
pays for atypical antipsychotic nedications. The person may have a
copaynent requirenment under available coverage, which 1is cost
prohi bitive for the person given his or her incone |evel, which would
not disqualify the person under the requirenent of this section.

(2) Contracts shall be awarded to contractors whose proposal neets
the followng criteria:

(a) Has a distribution nmechanism that achieves cost savings in
service delivery and nedi cation costs;

(b) Targets children and adults who are transitioning out of state
or local correctional or detention facilities or who have recently
recei ved nental health services under chapter 71.05 or 71.34 RCW

(c) Is based on a clear statenent of intended outconmes which are
objective and identified in the proposal;

(d) Is designed to provide tenporary access to these atypica
anti psychotic nedications until the person has obtained coverage or
achi eved financial capacity to retain them

(e) Proposes to dispense the atypical antipsychotic nedications as
a part of a conprehensive program designed to achieve an inproved
mental status and stable living situation; and

(f) Maximzes cost savings of the atypical anti psychotic
medi cati ons.

(3)(a) "Atypical antipsychotic nedications" neans drugs with a
phar macol ogi cal classification of dibenzodi azepi nes, benzi soxazol es,
t hi enobenzodi azepi nes, and di benzot hi azepi nes, and such ot her drugs as
are defined in rule by the departnent which have the same or very
simlar utility in treating schizophrenia or other simlar psychiatric
and neurol ogi cal conditions.

(b) "Access to atypical antipsychotic nedications” includes:
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(1) Pharmaceutical conpanies participating in this program shal
i ncrease access to their products for the targeted popul ati on through
i ntensive outreach to their respective indigent drug prograns as of the
effective date of this act. The eligibility criteria of their
respective indigent drug progranms shall not be changed to decrease
access or availability fromthe criteria as they exist on March 15,
2000; and

(i1) OQther drugs or | aboratory tests when used in conjunction with
the atypical antipsychotic nedications to achi eve maxi num t herapeutic
effect, or to treat side effects.

(4) Nothing inthis section creates or provides any individual with
an entitlenment to services or benefits. It is the intent of the
| egislature that atypical antipsychotic nedications shall be nade
avai |l abl e under this section only to the extent of the availability and
| evel of appropriation made by the | egislature.

(5) The distribution mechanismshall require successful recipients
to conply with data collection needs of the WAshington institute for
public policy.

(6) The departnent is authorized to establish rules necessary to
i npl enment the provisions of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington institute for public
policy shall conduct an evaluation of this act to determne the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Qutcones for persons receiving atypical antipsychotic
medi cations under the provisions of this act, including, but not
l[imted to the person’s: (i) Ability to performbasic living skills
and maintain a job; (ii) adherence to nedication reginens; (iii) nunber
of inpatient placenment or acute care services after having received
atypi cal anti psychotic medi cations; and (iv) crimnal convictionrecord
for further offenses, if any, after having received atypica
anti psychoti c nedi cati ons;

(b) The extent to which this act increases access to atypica
anti psychotic nedications to the targeted popul ati on; and

(c) The uniformty by health care providers in prescribing atypi cal
anti psychotic nedications anong the population identified under the
provi sions of this act.
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(2) The Washington institute for public policy shall identify the
nunber of children and the nunber of adults served; and outcones,
access, and uniformty for both children and adults.

(3) The Washington institute for public policy shall report to the
| egi slature by January 1, 2002.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires June 30, 2002.

Passed the House March 6, 2000.

Passed the Senate March 3, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 30, 2000.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 30, 2000.
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